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Sir Basil Thomson Describes Some
Cases W hich Scotland Yard Solved
W ithout Help of Sherlock Holmes

' By STEPHEN SENNETT.
T I8 nice to think what Sherlock
I Holmes would have to say about
Scotland Yard now.
have Sir Basil Thomson, K. Q. B,
trouping the United Btates prefacing
his “My Experiences at Scotland Yard"

with a few well chosen remarks about
the utter impossibility of Sherlock.

Sir Basil, formerly head of the Orim- |

inal Investigution Department &t
Scotland Yard, confesses that he is
about fed up with the sort of flotion

that muakes the Scotland Yard Inspec-
tor the “stupid foll of the brilllant de-
tective,”

Then Sir Basil goes on to tell the
eountry that the Scotland Yard man
is sometimes quite & neat and speedy
worker, frequently getting somewhere
from nowhere. In just o moment a
few of Sir Basil's |Nlustrations will be
‘set forth. But as Sir Basll speaks we
seem to hear the guffaw of Mr,
Holmes—a gullaw, to be sure, tem-
pered with regret that he should have
to tnke advantage of a most regret-
table affair to win a point over Bir
Buasll, .

As Sir Basil lays the bull whip upon
the bony shoulders of Mr, Holmes wo
receive word that Sir Willlam Hor-
wood, present head of Scotland Yard,
{5 rendered temporarily Inactive by
polsoned chocolates., The chocolates—
old ones, it seems, in a disreputable
package—slip through all the doors
between the outer gutes of Scotland |
Yurd and the private office of Sir
William. That should be enough.|
Can't you hear Mr. Holmes apenking:
to the bewlldered Inspector: |

“AH, wes, Inspector. YOU would |
think so. YOU would do it that way.
YOU are from Scotland Yard, YOU
would permit s package to pass un-
opsned to your chief. As 1 have sald,
YOU are from Scotland Yard.”

But it is mnuch worse than just that.
An employee of Scotland Yard, having
tasted one of the polsoned and un-
sponsored chocolates, discovers thuat
the sweet is bitter and not so easy to
take nice chocolates should be.
Therefore (just listen to Mr. Holmes's

Aas

raucous laughter) tHis trusted em-
ployea throws the nasty chocolates
away! ‘Think of it! Scotland Yard,
with its own chief poisoned, throws

away the evidence!

Well, let that pass. After all we
know that what Scotland Yard has
done it has done, We know, too, that
what Mr. Holmes did he didn't da.
8ir Conan Doyle made him do It, And
also we know that Sir Basil is right

in his opinion that almost any writer

of detective fiction can take a cele-
brated case, select a solution therefor
and then work backward to the he-
ginnings of hiz mystery, handing the
finished product right end to to the
public for fireside consumption.
“I“have never met Dr. Watson nor
Bherlock Holmes,” says Sir Basil. "1f
I might choose I'd sooner meet Wat-
son because at least Watson was not
ug flend and he showed real horse
between flashes of brilllant gtu-
.. Ppor fellow, lks Sherlocik
was what his creator made

pldit
Holmas,
him." "
And then Sir Basll goes on to ex-
plain that we all have that advantage
of origin, detective and reader of
erime fiction, So consider, therefore,
the numerous triumphs of Scotland
Yard. Take, for example, the genius
who made off with the clothes and all

* they contained of some hundreds of

Londoners,

“The Patient Is Left Flat; -
Robber Has Easy Time
One evening, sald Sir Basil, & re-
sponsible looking man with a medi-
/clms cage under his arm rang the beil

& A of a resident of one of London's lower

middle class neighborhoods,

“CGood evening,” sald the stranger
to the man of the house. “Does David
Tubba live here?™

No .

“Pardon, I have the wrong bouse
The fog you know.”

The stranger with the medicine
case Is about to leave the stoop. But
suddenly he turns upon the man of
the house and peers sharply inte his
face.

"Good Lord, man,” he oried, “you,
too? By George this Is amounting te
epldemic sure enough” ,

“What's eating you? demands the
man of the houss,

“Thus far, nothing. But {t is eating
you, my friend. Rather pronounced
case, too, I'll be hound."

“Soe here. What's all this you're
saying?” '

“Bclotarum Probensis."

“Off with vou!" eries the man of
the Yioume, “I'll call the police.”

“Ses here, my man,’ says the
stranger, pushing Into the hall, “you |
have a bad case of Belotarum Pro- |
bensis. I'm a doctor, you know, om
my way to Mr. Tubbs's house to ses |
him again. Lost my way in the fog,
vou know, But he's gquite all right by
this time, Got him in time, you know,
and really only & mild case. Regular
epidemic of 1. Started twesrty-four
hours ago and seems (o be sweeping
London. Papers will be full of 1t In the
morning, T 2w say, If you'd like 1"l
give you n quick examination.”

The more or less apprahensive vie-
tim backs Inte the parior half con-
winced that ha's not fesling saxtra, The
strangs doctor lifts his vietim's eye-
1ids

“Hy Jove, you are lucky and no mis-
take. All signe of spinal complications.
Mayhe 1 ean do lots this sarly in the
disonse, Tuke off your clothes™

The startied man of the houss re-
moves his vest,
coat after arfving homes from work.
There is a gold watch and chaln in
tho vest., Also n wallet of suggestive
embonpoint.

“Oh, no, my man!” cries the fmpa-
tient doctar. "Off with nall of the
clothes like A good fallow, Coma, coms,
wa doctors ars busy men In times ke
thess."

Off come the olothes, right down to
ths heavy British skin. As they are
shed ths sollcitous man of medicine
catchea them and lays them In a plle
near the parlor door.

*Now down with you on the wofa
thers, old boy,” he soothes. “Gently
does 1. Ramember the least haste, the
alightest excltement and off you go
Heart atops. Quick pain and poof it's
all ovar with you. So gentle does it
Elowly down on the sofa.”

The victim I8 prostrate. Also he ls
ek with fright. No mistake, he 1o
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feeling no end (1. Good thihe the
doctor chap happened along. Curious,
too, that he never noticed how rotten
he felt until the doctor saw him. Noth-
ing short of providential, this doctor
bappening alpng. u

“Well, old’ boy,” mays the doctor
iaﬂer a cursory view of the naked
| apine, "you've got it bad, but never
| say die. Stay where you are. I'm
loff to the chemist's at the corner.
| Don't move, Back In a Jiffy with the
| Nux Methy]l Codicll. One injection
and I'll have you right as rain. Two
and six for the Nux Methyl Codicil
and you can pay me when I've In-
jected it. But if you care to lve
don't move until I'm back.”

“Right, doctor, and thank you,
kindly?" groans the victim of the
dread Scolotarum Probensis, who has
his face buried in a plllow.

The doctor departs. With him he
takes his patient's clothes. Maybe the
clothes will fetch flve bob or so.
Maybe a pound; who knows? And
there is the watch and chain and a
pound or so in money. Do 1t a couple
of hundrod times and you have some-
thing., Of course it takes nerve.

Bad Spelling Leads
| To Culprit’s Arrest

| Well,
genius. By the grave deduction
process of Sherlock Holmes? Not at
all. Simply by, getting the description
of tha man and referring back to the
prosajic files. In the filles they dis-
coverad a. clothing thlef who corre-
sponded 'n appearance te ths doctor.
Name, W. Herring. Had a record for
stealing  clothes In  Liverpool and
Leeds. Hers wers William’s Bertillon

asur ts and N prints. Get
Willlam. They got

Holmes would have made a better
story of It, but Scotland Yard 4i4 it

Anfl there was the e
househeld in Kent that waa all but
divided aguinst itself by anonymous
letters addressed to various members
of the famlily. Here In America the
police would eall them poison pen
letters. First the ciroumspect lady of
the manor recelved a most Insulting
letter. It put her to har bed In a
| nervoua collapss. Then her husband
|received a few of them. The old
| gentlernan was about dome up, such
| were the contents of these notes.
| The young ladies recelved thair

| nasty letters and the sons of the fam-

ly were reciplents of more. The

| thing went on for six months, Local

conatables and private detectives sur-
rendared the case, confeasing them-
selves bafMed. The letters dldn‘t come
| by mall. Not a stamp was used. The
butier got them, The second man re-
| celvrd & few. Cook got hers and was
4% hurt that she couldn't cook for
| weeks, Nurse was made a target for
| the abusive epistles. Even the small
| seullery mald, as meek and inoffensive
|as Bally Brass's starved Marchloness,
| got two of them.
| Ewvery morning soms member of the
| household, servants and masters and
mistresses, found them In his or her
| pockats or in the front hall or on a
| window ledge or undar his or her
| bedroom door or under his or her
plllow, Whols squads of privats de-
tectives surr ded the h and
witched all night and all day. Take
heed of that, Mr.
nquads of sctives atood about the
halls and chambers of tha house all
night and all day. They maw nothing,
henrd nothing, dAlscoversd nothing
Now what do yon think of that, Pr,
Wateon? "
Just ona claw wha turnsd up. All
tho lettera were typed on an ancient
typewriter. The allgnment of the type
proclaimed the atats of decrapltude of
the machine, The lower case "&" wan

|mlher flattaned out. Elementary'
Elementary! ¥ind the typewriter.
Locate 1ts owner., Nlementary! le-
mentary!

But they didn't And the typewriter.
They didn't find the typist. That I=
they dldn't until Inspector RBlodgett
went out from Beotland Tard.

“Bes here, Blodgett,” sald Sir Paall.
“Go out theres and ses what you oan
do. Don't hurry. Take your time, OF

Scotland Yard landed that|

him. He was
{dentified. He went to prison. Mr. |

quite as effectively—and more quickly.-
respectab

Holmes. Other |

courss don't take too much time, but
do what you can."

Inspector Blodgett waos gone just
fortv-eight hours,

“What's the matter, Blodgett?" de-
mandad Sir Basil

“Nothing at _all, sir,” explained
Blodgett. "It was quite simple. We
have her locked up and a confession,
sir.”

"“WhoT"

“*The cook's girl.k A half grown
young woman. The scullery maild, so
to spealk."”

“You "sea, sir” explained Blodgett,
“I asked them the muinute I got there
to let me read the letters, Quits a
stack of them there waa. TForty or
fitty I should say, 1 epent two
hours reading them. I noticed in some
of them words repeatedly misspellad
~*w-i~0-h, ‘m-a-b-y,’ ‘gee-l-l-e-r,
*k-u-r-b,’ ‘l-0-v-e-i-n-g,' &c Well, sir,
I made &p a list of those misspelled
| words and T called together all mem-
| bers of the family and gll the servants,
| T had them all together and gave each
i'ﬂ. pencil and a block of paper,
l

“*Now,* said I, 'you will bs kind
enough to write down what I dictate.'

“Well, sir, I dictated something or
| other to them slowly, using all the
| misspelled words. Then I collected the
papers, looked them al]l over and went
to the scullery mald and said:

“‘8¢e here, young woman, where's
that typewriter?'

“Blest If she didn't brasen it out
|until T showed her her misspalled
| words In the dictation and the same
misspelling in the letters, And then
ahe took me off to whers she had the
typewriter hidden. They'd never heard
her using it, becausa she never used
it near the house”

S0 how about that. Mr. Holmes?

The Broken Button Mystery;
Or, Who Killed Costermonger
Bir Basll tells of one of the many
misslng and broken button mysteries.
What oity basnt had Its murder
where the only dlew wma a button or
a plece of button found near the soepe
of the erima? But here was a London
costermonger murdersd of a Saturday
night in Limehousse. His skull waas
bashed In. Whoever 4ld it took the
man's overcoat, too, Twenty feet
away from the body the police found

By THOMAS H. DICKINSON.
IN considering the facts involved

in the return of Germany to &
normal standard of health and
productiveness I prefer for the mo-
ment to ignore such technical matters
as reparations, the exchange value of

marks and the amount pald In taxes

by the German industrials and labor.
Pecullarly enough, I consider these to
be imponderable factors; they may
Influence the governing factors, but
they are too much dependent uyon
chance svents both inside and outside
of Germany to support profitable
speculation.

Instend of these things I vl:ish to
refer tg certain matters which lle more
near to the life of the people; to draw
from these conditions, which are of
course but straws to show the way of
the wind, some hint of the manner in
which German stamina Is reacting
against the present desperats condi-
tlons. At the pressnt time no con-
clusions can be drawn as to the affact
of the exchange rate of German marks
upon the life of the German people
for the reason that exchange has
passed Into the realms of the absurd.

Manifestly one cannot say that cost
of llving hes risen In any degree
commensurately with the rise in the
exchange rates. Such an Increase!
would long ago have wiped out the
German people. Even bread, which is
| state supported, costs to-day a hun-
dred times as much as it did in peace-
| time; butter costs one hundred and
| fifty ' times as much; potatoes two
| hundred times as much, expressed in
| terms of German money. How much
| more do they cost in terms of the
| people’s labor, the people’s economy,
|the people's starvation? These are
| the only true indexes by which to
study increased cost. Money has be-
come an absurdity.

When the statistical bureau of the
League of Nations reports that on a
scale of 100, representing prewar
values, the cost of living stands In
Belglum 867, Parls 201, Rome 415,
Great Britaln 181 and the United
States 167, we can understand what is
meant. Common sense tells us the
filgures are not far wrong. When the
same burean tells us that cost of
living In Poland has multiplied five
hundred and eighty times, in Austria
a thousand timea and in Germany a
hundred times, common sense tells us
that whatever may be the dignity of
the flzures updn which these conclu-
sions are based the conclusions them-
selves are nonsense. Money is a stang-
ard of value In the same way that a
steel yardstick is a standard of length.
It is based upon gold for the same
reason that the llnear measure Is
based upon tempered metal. But if
for any reason all the yardsticks in a
certaln aren were suddenly made one-
tenth of thelr accustomed length, the
helght of men in that area would not
thereby be Increased. While they
might be called sixty feet high, they
would stlll be the same slze as before.

German People Living, but
Without Plan for Future.

It is very far from my purpose to |
imply that conditions are not desper- |
ately bad In the countries named
abhove, It s my purpose to show that
“hese desperate conditions cannot be
represented by the altitude of the ex-
change rate, and that in seeking so to
| visualize conditions we are failing to
grasp some of the essential features
of the problem. It is not so much the
rise in the cost of llving that is the
{mportant thin The German people
are living to-day a lttle more mea- |
gerly, 1t Is true, but still they are Hiv- |
ing. The Important thing Is the dis- |
| organization in German life, the {sola-
!uun in German economy, the confu-
| slon in the psyahology of the German
| people, the lack of an orderly environ-
| ment in which to plan for a future of
| orderly development and reconstruc-

>

The German was never a very wild
speculator. Paradoxically enough he
has gone into speculation In commer-
clal emissfons during the Jast two
years largely as a matter of thrift
and conservatism. Money which has
lost all contact with reality is quickly
exchanged for commercial paper
which i{s based upon a certain belief
in German Industry, genius and thrift,

Prices have gons up by leaps and
bounds, Following them wages have
gone up. The necessity ef.continually
adjusting wages to costs of llving has
kept German Industry always on the
anxlous seat, has made It impossible
to plan a month ahead on income and
outgo, has introduced an entirely new
system of contract into German
affairs. Even the German State In
passing a maternal benefit act makes
the compensation purposely extensi-
ble, for fear that the payments pro-
vided in the bill for k allowancas
for a month would not bs sufMclent to
buy a postcard.

Taxes Are Multiplied
To Save Computation

As the State issues more money
cogts rise; as costs rise wages rise,
This makes It necessary for the Gov-
ernment to Increase taxes, A oom-
venlent system has been Introduced
into the Reichstag of retaining the
phraseology of the old taxation act
and amending only the flgure of the
tix. Thus the sugar tax is ingreased
saven tlmes; the brandy monopoly bill
calls for an augmentation of five
times; the tax on lighting materials
is Increased four times; the beer tax

four times; the mineral water tax two

times.

But one s not to suppose that by
these successive readjustments the
entire structure s ralsed - together.
Each reorganization becomes the ex-
pedient of drawing the belt of natlonal
standards a little tighter. Unfortu-
nately the making of money does not
mean the making of commodities of
use; unfortunately, too, every million
of marks that is printed ralses by so
much higher the barrier against
foreign articles coming in. Germany
must depend upon what she has and
what sha can produce, Thegrefore the
people must use less, In spits of ap-
parent profiigacy of expenditure the
German people are learning to do
this. Bigns not so high as a church
nor o wide as a barn door, but still
large enough, show QGermany to be
pinched. To-morrow she may be in
extremity.

Notice I am not speaking of the

[ German Chancellorﬁ
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tion.

Before the war the German people
waere among the most thrifty peopls in
Europs. To-day all inoentlve, even
all excuss for thrift, has disappeared.
No one will put his money into sav-
ings banks when the depreciation of
A month will cut his deposits to one-
quarter of their former valuse. When
one has monsy—and manifestly money
is to be had In wagon loads—tha Ger-
man has two, and only two, impulses,
The one is the purchass of commodi-
ties, foodstuffs, first of all, or mer.
chandise that may be later salable;
the other ls gambling In the Boerss.

power of Germany to pay reparations.
I am speaking of the effeot of present
events upon the llves of the peopls,
thelr power to come back thalr
fagulties of recuperation, the mental,
moral and physioal factors which de-
termine whether Germany is to be
again well and strong. Vital statistics
since the revolution are nscessarily
slight and incomplets, but such as ex-
ist make very intgresting reading.
Particularly significant are those
which throw light on the equalization
of the standards of living, the toning

down of living standards in response

a plece of & falrly large and altogather
common bone button.

The button might have had nothing
at all to do with the murdsr. To re-
peat, it wans, after all, only a sliver of
A button. This murder happened in
the winter, Beotland Yard men
searched the public houses In the dls-
triot and suspected this man and that.
But there wna no arrest that winter,
They did not find the missing overcoat
either, although all the hundreds of
pawnbrokers were Interviewed and old
clothes men examined.

But along about overcoat tima of the
following winter ons of tha Inspectors
asked Bir Bawil to let him have just
ons more go at it. Thay had saved the
foolish littls allver of bons button, The
Inspector took It and fared forth t«
Limehouse. From pub to pub he went,
simulating drunkenness. Heo'd paw
men and fall against men, He would
becoms embrolled In arguments and
fights, He was having a pretty rough
tima of (L. ¥Presently he came to n
particular!ly mean pub where the mur-
dered man had been wont to do his
drinking.
| The inspector lurched among the as-
| sembled costermongers and suddenly
he came to a man with an overcoat

|that sported a button that was not | loss, There was no direct evidence
quite whole. He picked a Aght with |that Jem had the wateh.

the wenrer of that overcoat and| But the Heotland Yard man followed
promptly knocked him stilf, as we | Jem and came to a dlstrict whors sev-
Ameoricans are wont to say The | aral pawnshops were located, A hit of
| roughnecks present applauded the vie- | akillful maneuvering and the detective
|tory of a drunken man over a sober | was ahend of Instead of behind Jem.

heavyweight bBut paused, somewhat
startled, when the former shed his pre-
| tonwe of Intoxleation and coolly fitted a
| altver of bone button to the Incomplate
| button on the dazed coster’s overcoat.
That (s all. The wearer of ths over-
cont was hanged for the murder, He
confesmad befora Jack Ketch ended
him. A bit of braln work, that. And
the brain came from Bcotland Yard.
Bir Basl) sets forth the most valuable
|assets of the detective departmont amd

ths Individual detective as organiza-
tion, hard work, luck and knowledge of
human naturs. Naturally he includes
the necessity of brains, but takes it for
granted that the possessor of knowl-
edge of human nature must have a
certaln amount of serviceabls brains.

Conslder the Beotland Yard man who
was sent out to apprehend a thlef who
had stolen a gentleman's watch. Now,
the stealing of A watch Is & common
enough affalr, Watches are stolen In
wLondon as rapldly as they are in New
York. If a detectlve wns put on every
case of stolen watch thers would not
be enough detoctives to cover that sort
of knavery alons, much less pay at-
tention to murders, assaults and so on.

However, this was an sxtraordinary
wateh belonging to an extraordinary
gentleman, Beotland Yard wanted that
watch back. So out of Beotland Yard
went a young detective who knesw his
London and his Londoner. From a
nark (we call them stool pigesns) he
learned that it was possible that one
| Jem Cooper was a man not above lift-
|Ing n tofMs watch, and the nark took
| the detective to n pub where Jem was
|entertalning friends at beer, To tackls
Jem at the time would have been as
dangerous as it might have been frult-

He took a chance, He stopped in front
of a panwnhroker's window, and out of
the carner of his eye he observed Jom
regarding that very shop. He hustled
up an alley and Into the rear of the
shop. He showed his badge to the pro-
pristor of the shop and the proprietor
oboyed Instroctlons to crouch below
the counter.

In came Jem,

“"How much will you give me for
that beauty T’ Inquired Jem.

The place was gloomy. The detso-
tive had thrown his hat on the floor
and was leaning over the counter Hg
took the watch, axamined it critically,
convinced himself that It was the onse
he was meeking.

“Ten years, Jem,” he replied, grad-
bing his man.

And he kept his word Jem got
ten.

Of course, as has been sl hersin
before, Sherlock Holmes couldn't pos-
sibly have done the.thing so simply.
Had he not made It intricats and had
n fearfu] time with Dr. Watsen and
the poor Inspector, incidentally (not
to mention playing a sonata on his
violln and shoolink a few gralng of
morphine Into his forearm), nobody
In the world would have pald §1 a
volums for him or whatever It was
he cost his ultimate consumer,

And, of course, ha would never have
solved the famous Werther murder
by mherly golng from laundry te
laundry unt!l he came to ons where
the mark on the shirt in which ths
torse of the murdered woman wnas
wrapped was 1dentifiad as the sign of
the linen of Werther, the Soho but-
cher, A ghastly affair, but simple.
The police found the torso and lega
of a woman wrapped In, among other
things, a man’'s shirt. Almost oblit.
ernted was the laundry mark on that
shirt,

A dstective went from laundry te
laundry with that shirt, And eventu.
ally, after visiting a thousand and one
laundries, he came to the ons where
Werther had his linen cleaned. They
found the head and arma of ths un-
happy woman in Werther's shop. A
sordld story. But ean you Imagine
Sherlock Holmes and the faithful
Watson tralling from laundry to
laundry? And would you have pald
$2 for thes book that recounted his
pligrimage? Yes, Mr. Werther was
hanged.
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to reduced resources and a mors eco-
nomical aystem of social organization.

Outslde of the speculators and profit-
takers only two classes exist in Ger-
many to-day. On the one slde are the
minor and higher officlala of private
and industrial firms whose earnings
are practically the same, On the other
side are the skilled and wunskilled
workers, whose wages lkewise have
been equalized. No one can question
the necessity that has brought this

( Minister of Justice ]

-

By A BUYER.

ERE child's play!" every-
body exclaims. “What
could be easier? I don't

have to be taught to spend money. It

comes natural!*

That Is just where everybody is
wrong. Spending $80,000 a day is one
of the most difficult and arduous tasks.
I have done it, so I know. My busi-
ness is spending money.

|

CARL HEINZE)

condition about, but the effect upon
enargy end incentive and cooperative
effort must be bad.

When we come to conslder the
standards of living in dwellilng jouses
and apartments we find the same lev-
ellng movement golng on. Facts on
this come from fhe tables of demands
for lodgings and dwellings which come
into the Housing Bureau, ag well as
from the tables of new bulldings. Out
of 2,000,000 applications which camea
ifnto this bureau in Prussia for lodg-
ing and dwelllng accommodation for
the year cowering the last half of 1920
and the first half of 1921 B5 per cent.
were for three rooms or fewer: half
were fdr two rooms, In the larger
cities there Is & remarkable decline
in the demands for larger lodgings
and an increass {in the demand for
smaller ones. For one offering of one
and two room apartments there were
demands from twenty applicants. The
| tendency from the larger to the smaller
apartments is marked In the applica-
|tions of the succeeding quarters of
1920 and 1921,

This demand for smaller lodgings 1a
reflacted in building statistios., The

over 1950; three times In the early
months of 1832  The number of dwell-
ings erected increased only one-half.
Not only In the large citles but in

the smaller ones a8 well the tenéanr:y'
is away from the large apartment and

privata dwelling to the smaller units.
Along with this there Is a tendency to
| glve up servanta.
|  The question of Germany’'s replen-
| lshment offers interesting scopes for
| speculation, and here, too, the mont
recent figures contain soms striking
features. By her own fligures Ger-
many lost 1,824,051 dead and 4,247,000
| wounded and missing. After the war
rose to a high figure. The
year 1920 saw the highest recorded
marriage rate throughout Germany:
the year 1921 brought back the figure
nearer to the pre-war rate, Marriages
per thousand population In 1818 had
stood 7.7; Iin 1920 they had almost
doublled to 14.8; in 1821 marriages
stood at 119 per thousand of the
population.

Birth Rate for Last Two Years
Not Equal to That in rorg

How, then, about birthe? Strange
to say, the births neither In 1920 nor
1971 hawve equaled the births per thou-
sand I 19018, In this earlier year
births had stood 38.5 per thousand; in
1820 this number was reduced 10 per
osnt; In 1921 the peduction was 15 per
cent. Though they are marrying the
young couples of Germany have not
yet begun to give children to the
fatherland at a mats commensurate
with the marriage rate,

When we come to econsider the
status of the children we obtalh the
most impresatve Indax of the situation
in Germany. Btatistios are plentifnl
showing the undernourishment of chil-
dren in German ecities, comparing the
helght and welght of children born
during and after the war with the
standard of Garman children born be-
fore the war, Thess figures find fre-
quent reproduction in America, and 1
prefer not to repeat them here. One
usually notices that thess statistical
tables are aocompanied by comment
pointing to the blockads as the cause
of Germany's illa. Four years after
the aloss of hostilities one oan still
find in statistics given out for foreign
consumption thess undisgulsed at-
tempts at propaganda.

An a matter of fact the ocondition of
Germany's thres-ysar<old children and
leas oannot be connectsd with the
blockads. And undernourishment
among ohildren is by no means lim-
ited to Germany. Undernourishment
Is found as well among American and
English children. Ogne does not nesd
to confine himself to physienl condi-
tion of the children to decids that the
situation of the next genaration In
Germany is such as to give cause for
some dlaquiet.

That sames disorganization of the
mental environment which has done
much to still the energy of German
Incentives, to introduce a factor of
fakery and shoddy Into German
manufacturing, is having Its Influsnce
on the llves and minds of children,
From thess homes which as a result
the war have suffered deterioration
wtandards thers has been an sxodus
z:d-u girls, leaving in the midat
dnys, to sesp soonomic Inde.

Continued on Page Eloven.
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It would not be so difficult If T were
limited In the amount of money that
I could spend. But I am not. As the
European buyer of a large New York
department store unlimited amounts
are at my disposal. I can spend as
much meney as I wvant and on what-
ever I ses fit. “Whatever I see fit" is
the crucial point. I must know what

|ts fit and it is that knowledge which

is go diflcult to acquire and so preclous i

and well recompensed once it is ac-
| quired.

| To spend prodigious and lavish
| amounts I go to Europe twice a year,
sometimes by myself and sometimes
| with others. I am in Paris only two
or thres weeks, but during that time
| T work under terrific pressure. But
my work is of a very curlous nature.
| To most people, especially women, it
| would be a delight and hilarious play.
|  As tBey say in slangy circles, “I'm
i on the town,” I visit the smart cafes,
hotels and danclng places. I go to
the races and the tennis tournaments,
I go to Deauville, Monte Carlo and the
other famous resgorts and watering
places. T go, In fact, wherever there
are well dressed women—worhen of
every station of soclety. And all the
time that I am laughing and dancing
and enjoying myself I am watching
with eager, avid eyes to see what the
French women are wearing.

Of course I am not alone in my orgy
of observation, as all buyers are
equally vigilant. I know a New York
buyer who devotes two days a week
to vislting the smart hotela and res-
taurants and the dancing club of the
hour, even going to the big football
games.

Besldes looking at clothes T buy
them. In one day I spent $30,000 at
the blg dressmakers’. The blg dress-
making houses of Parlg are very much
like ours in New York. Or rather,
ours are llke those In Parls, because
we have copled them. In Paris they
are not run with our terrific eMetency;
they never quite know where they are
at, rather hectle, haphazard and a
trifie untidy. The salespeople are very
polite to us, of course; they want our
money. But then, too, they are nat-
urally polite and they make egcellent
salespeople. It must be becauss they
have the true “sympathia” and what
;he French call the intelligence of the

eart.

Buyer Has to Think and Think;
That Makes the Job Hard
But we never go to these dresa-
makers until we know what the
French women are wering and what
we want to buy. Otherwise they
would have us at thelr merey and sell
us any old thing they wanted and we
would be none the wiser, A terrible

| slituation and not to be Imagined,

While these activities that I have
outlined may not seem @ifMicult, but
rather the quintessence of all the joys
and good things of this earth, they
are redally very hard work, because so
much depends on the accuracy of my
observation and the intelllgence of my
purchases. I have to think, and
thinking is always exhausting to us
poor humans. For on those few
weoks 1 spend in Parls depends the
polioy of the Amerlcan buyers of our
store for the next six months, What
I buy in Europe is to be the inspira-
tlon of the American manufacturer,
Paris clothes are the vision of the
future, So they may be said to bs the
cream of the business, while American
clothes ars the bread and butter. But
Parls clothes are the eventual bread
and butter becauss Ameriean clothes
ars dependent on them. This is why
it Is so Important what I do when I
em in Parls. This s why I work
and play so hard; so much depends
on It

Whilp It may sound contraliotory,
it 18, nevertheless, trus that I do not
necessarily bring back what is very
popular in Paris. For instancs, thers
is at present in this country a tre-
mendous vogue for beaded dresfém.
French women never wore them very
much; they were never very popular
In Paris. But the reason why they
are s0 much worn here s that, for
one thing, American women ke
beads, and for another, they can be
imported and retalled for something
like $36, putting French dresses with-
in the reach of a great many Ameri-
can women. Bo we bring them over
and sell great quantities of them.

Besides dresses such as thess that
we know will sell, we import dresses
that will be a constant reminder to
us of what Americans will he wearing
In alx monthe or two years time, things
that will bs adaptable to the American
woman's flgure. For it ia true that
French clothes have to bs adapted to
us. Parls fashions have to be made
wearable; Parls silhouettes have to be
modified,

But this adaptation is much less
radical to-day than It was ten yeara
ago; much Jess modification is neces-
sary. What doea It mean? Only that
Amerioan women are better dreassd, if
we take Parls as our goal, Only that
we are getting nearer and nearer to
Parls. Just another proof of that very
trite statement—that the world is get-
ting very, very small,

Our Styles From Six Months
To Two Years Behind French

This adaptation of Paris fashions
Is ontirely dependent for Ita degree
upon time, Time s a tremendous
factor. So much depends upon timelis
neas in presenting clothes for sale. It
is very Important not to show Pnaris
clothes—or coples of Parls clothes—
until the Amearican public §s ready for
them. Yet if we are too late In pre-
#senting them, they are, of course, a
total lows,

Bo Pnul Polret was right when he
snld that we are slow. We ara. We
are anywhers from six months to two
yenrs bahind the French. Mut we get
there eventually, so we must 1fke thelr
styles. The bhusiness of a buyesr Is not
so much In knowing what the publle
wants as when It will want it. And,
what ls more, he must know It a long

A W oman Whose Job
Is Spending $30,000
A Day for Clothes

time before the public does, so that it
can have It ,when it wants It

The#e are only a few of the things
that & gir]l must know and understand
before she can be a buyer of women's
clothes and ba privileged to spend
§30,000 In one day.

I have been asked what are the
most important qualifications for a
buyer. The answer is ears to hear
with and eyes to see with. Bhe must
have an open mind to take in the
things she hears and the sights she
sees. No matter how old in years she
may be, she must have a young out-
look and be able to step about. She
must be able to look at things and
visualize thelr possibilities. In other
words, she must have imagination,

Because the amount of money she
may spend is unlimited, she earries a
tremendous responsibility, Fha is
alded and abetted and advised by a
“merchandise man” who I8 usually
himself an ex-buyer.

People don't get such a position of
responsibility by slmply applying for
the job. Buyers are not made that
way. And, what Is more, there is ne
school where they can learn the
“psychology and whole art of buying,"
and then step Into an jmportant pasi-

on.

School of Hard Knocks
Teaches the Buying Art

Many women buyers have reached
their goal by being thrown on tha
world at the age of 14—to sink or
swim. Those with ability and dogged
determination, who put in long, hard
years of work, have arrived. ‘They
have had to fight thelr way up, step
by a{en. elbowing thelr way through
the terrific competitive crowd.

And promotion ls really the proper
way to get capable and responsible
persons in any business. That {s
what we do In our stors. ‘Thank
goodness we have no efficlency éxperts
nor any of their kin! As an example,
take the window dressers. They have
been to no echool of interior decora-
tion; they have studied under no pro-
fessor the essentlals of line, color and
form. Yet they know and have
learned their business through work
and experience,

I was born lucky, for I have not
been through all this maelstrom. I

avolded It by having the good for-_

tune to be born Into the right back-
ground. My father was a merchant
and he seht me to college, and col-
lege gives a cerlaln vision and breadth
of view that I do not think I could
have acquired In any other way, In
my oplnion background Is juet as im-
portant as years of experience, I
agres entirely with the C(Catholio
Church when It mays:. “Give me a
child of 7 years of age and I will
vouch for it for the rest of its life.”

When I left college the only pos-
glble thing for me to do seemed to be
to go In'to the mercantile business. I
hated mechanical things like stenog-
raphy asd nothing else ever occurred
to me. I started at $25 a week nnd
In a short time, at a different estab-
lishment, my salary was doubled. At
one time I was In business for my-
self. Now I am the chief foreign
buyer for a big department “store—
an important job, “though I says it
myself as didn't ought.”

I can’t sell anything, But, fortun-
ately for me, it s not necessary to be
able to sell things in order to be a
buyer. The two activities require en-
tirely different qualifications. I think
that the reason why I cannot sell is
that I cannot persuade anyone to bhuy
a thing when I know it would be fool-
ish and unprofitable for him.

My business is ideal for women.
For one thing we are always well
treated, naturally, since people want
us to buy things from them. In that
respect we really have the world by
the tall—and that is always pleasant.
For another—women are naturally in-
terested In women's oclothes—although
I confess that I was not particularly
interestsd in women's clothes when I
started out. Then, too, buying re-
quires a certaln intultion—hunches.

the destruction of newspaper plants
throughout Italy during the, recent
government crisis, Premler Mussolini
has given his assurances that the Lib-
erty of the press will be respected by
his Government, and that this liberty
shall be limited only by the provisions
of common law already existing,

The expression of the Premier has
given general satisfaction, since the
campalgn agalnst non-Fascistl pa-
pers, whether Boclallst, Cathollc, or
Liberal, has been severe, Whils many
plants selzed by ths Fascist]! during
the erisls have now been returned to
their owners, a considerabls number
remained In Fascist! hands a week
after the coup d'stat. The Puaese, a
Soclalist morning paper published in
Romse, has not yet been reestahlished.

The gravest damnage was siiffered
by the Milun plant and library of
Avanti, the most important Social
ist paper of the ecountry, of which
Premler Mussolinl was editor until
1914. The plant, which ts valued at
5.000,000 lire, has been almost coms
pletely wreeked, The plant 1s not
covered by insurance, since after the
Fascist] Invasion in August no come«
pany would underwrite it, .

During its two years' growth the
Fascisti movement has attempted to
suppress or wreck many newspapers,
but during the week of the recant
erisls  the ecampalgn became much
more violent, Heginning the day af-
ter the Naples demonstration with
the wrecking of the Naples offlcs of
the Rome Nittist paper, Il Mondo,
the Fascisti continued thelr work un-
til during the week of the erisis {te
self, practically no papers except those
favorable to the Fasclsti movement
appeared,




